
  

 

 

News for members and friends of Friendship Lutheran Church 

 

Friendship Focus 
 

February 2021 

 

We begin the month of  February in the season 
of  Epiphany – where Jesus is revealed as the 
CHRIST, the one sent to usher in the reign of  
God. On Ash Wednesday, Feb 17, we enter 
the season of  LENT – which means Spring, 

the season of  new life and rebirth. Every year, millions of  
Christians around the world prepare themselves for Easter 
by recognizing the season of  Lent, as a time to walk with 
God in anticipation, reflection and humility.  
 
This year, Friendship will step away from the lectionary for 
the season of  Lent and focus on the next level of  Christ  
revealed asking: Who is Jesus, the Christ of  God? What 
does his identity and mission mean for who we are and how 
we find new life and rebirth? The seven ‘I AM’ statements 
recorded in the Gospel of  John will provide the lens which 
we will use to reflect on these questions.  
 
Each Wednesday will offer an online opportunity for bible 
study and personal reflection. Look for midweek Lenten 
worship on the Friendship Facebook, YouTube and Website 
pages by noon each Wednesday. The following in-person 
(and live-streamed) Sunday worship will focus on the I AM 
statement from the previous Wednesday.   
 
The full Lenten Schedule is laid out on the following page.  
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All midweek services are online only: 
Wed, Feb. 17 Ash Wednesday - I AM WHO I AM  
             Exodus 3 (Burning Bush) 
 Pick up Ashes at worship on Sunday, Feb 14  

or outside the Church office Mon-Wed Feb 15-17. 
 

Wed, Feb. 24 - I AM THE GATE   John 10:7 
 

Wed, March 3 - I AM THE VINE   John 15:1 
 

Wed, March 10 - I AM THE BREAD OF LIFE   John 6:35 
 

Wed, March 17 - I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD   
                John 8:12 
 

Wed., March 24 - I AM THE GOOD SHEPHERD  
                John 10:11 

 
John states the purpose of  his gospel in 20:30-31: “Jesus 
did many other miraculous signs in his disciples’  
presence, signs that aren’t recorded in this scroll.  But 
these things are written so that you will believe that  
Jesus is the Christ, God’s Son, and that believing, you 
will have life in his name.” 
 

We pray that as we move through this holy season  
together, we will find new life in Christ as we come to 
know more clearly what Jesus expects of  us as his  
disciples and offers us as children of  God.  
 

In holy friendship,  
   +Pastors Mary & Tim 



3 

 

Secret Sisters meet Friday, February 5th, 6 pm in the 
FLC. This will be their reveal get together to find who 
has been their Secret Sister for the past year. Anyone inter-
ested in joining Secret Sisters, see Daphne Payne to fill out 
an information form or pick one up. We will be starting a 
new year in February so they need to be turned in no lat-
er than Feb. 7th. If  you have any questions, see Daphne. 
 
WELCA will meet Sunday, February 7th, 5-6:30 in the 
FLC. All women are invited to attend. 
 
ROOTED Bible Study - for  younger children - will 
meet each Wednesday night in the Family Life Center 
from 5:45-6:45 pm. Call Payton Boyles or Nikki Icard for 
more information. 

 
CREW - for middle & high school 
youth - will meet each Wednesday 
night in the Family Life Center from 
6 -7pm in the Family Life Center. Call 
Taylor Payne for more information. 
 

Church Council meets on Tuesday, February 9th and 
will continue to meet on the 2nd Tuesday of  each month. 
Our Church Council members are listed on the back cov-
er. If  you have any questions/concerns or want to be 
more involved, talk with a member.  
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The Church Council has appointed a Transition Team 
to shepherd the congregation in the time between now and the  
formation of a Call Committee in September. The Transition 
team is Mary Icenhour, Hannah Bostian, Leah Hayes, Danny 
Price, Doug Ramsey and Guy Kerley. The task of the Transition 
Team is to gather input that will inform the process of calling a 
new pastor. The transition team will engage the congregation in 
the next few months to have us thinking about what are the 
most important ministries of Friendship Lutheran and in what 
direction God may be calling us to fulfill God’s purpose for this 
congregation. Please pray about these matters and give your in-
put when given the opportunity.   

 
Heads Up! 
 
 

The building team and Council has 
known for awhile that the Church 
building roof is in need of major  
repair. The building team had already 
secured quotes back in October 2019, 
but the issue became secondary when  
navigating our way through the current health crisis came to the 
forefront. At the start of this new year, our attention has again 
returned to caring for our facility, with the roof being the most 
urgent issue. The building team is in the process of updating the 
original quotes and engaged in conversation about the extent of 
the work.  One challenge is the full extent of the damage to the 
structure will not be known until the shingles have been removed. 
This is a major repair that will require congregational action. The 
cost will most likely exceed the amount that is currently designat-
ed for building repairs (about $100,000). The building team will 
soon make a recommendation to Church Council on how to pro-
ceed. In turn, the Church Council will keep you informed as to 
the recommended path for the congregation to be good stewards 
of this wonderful facility, which will then require a congregational 
meeting to discuss and approve.  
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Newsletter Deadline-Send items for the 
March issue of  Friendship’s Focus by 
Thursday, February 18th. Call the church 
office @ 632-4482 or email items to 
friendshipsecretary4@gmail.com.  

 
Attention Thrivent Members-Choice dollars expire 
March 31, 2021. You can direct your choice dollars online 
at Thrivent.com/choice dollars or call 1-800-847-4836 and 
say “Thrivent Choice” at the prompt.  

Michelle Miller                  2/02 
Tammy Cannon                2/04 
Carlie Stafford                   2/04 
Pam Setzer                        2/05 
Maynard Annas III            2/06 
Levi Icenhour                    2/07 
Hilda Bowman                   2/08 
Mary Icenhour                   2/08 
Monte Rogers                    2/10 
Shannon Stafford               2/10 
Jon Hayes                          2/11 
Adalynn Icenhour              2/11 

Alyssa Jolly                       2/12 
Mary Robitschek              2/15 
Michael Windsor              2/15 
Ethan Hall                        2/17 
Lulabell Harrington          2/18 
Tabitha Hefner                 2/18 
Donna Icard                     2/19 
Theresa Setzer                  2/22 
Casey Tucker                    2/23 
Lorraine Hefner                2/26 
Sandra Gantt                     2/27 
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Generosity begets generosity! Because of  the  

generous giving of  the members of  Friendship Lutheran  
in 2020, which left our faith community finishing in strong 
financial shape at the end of  the year, the Church Council 
was able to “pass forward” gifts to ministries that had  
special need at year end, including Stony Point Food  
Pantry, Hiddenite Food Pantry, Christian Crisis Center,  
the Mobile Café, Lutheridge Camp, Agape-Kure Beach 
Ministries and Living Waters Lutheran Church (Cherokee 
Reservation) Food Pantry. It is indeed wonderful to live in 
a faith community that is both generous as individuals and 
as a congregation! The following are thank you notes we 
have received because of  that generosity. 
 
 
Thank You! You know that wonderful, warm-fuzzy feeling 
you get when someone gives you a very special gift? This is 
how we, the foster parents and foster kids, felt this year at 
Christmas. Your generosity for these children has been 
over-whelming. You are the BEST!! These children have 
been truly blessed by your kindness.  

May God Bless Each One Of  You! 
The Alexander County  

Foster Parents Association 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 Thank you for your generous gift of  $1,000 to  
Lutheridge Camp.  While this has been a challenging year 
for the ministry emotionally and financially, we turn our 

hearts toward a plan to once again welcome campers back 
for a safe and faith filled summer. Please continue to tell 
your own camp stories as we lean on and encourage each 

other until we can gather again in these sacred spaces. 
Thank you for your generosity. 

Lutheridge Camp 
 

Dear Friends, 
 The entire community of  Agape+Kure Beach Min-
istries stands in gratitude for your recent donation of  
$1,000 to our “Go Camp! Building Love” special appeal. 
You have faithfully responded to the challenge of  the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Funds collected to date, are being 
used to bridge the current gap of  operational funds  
stemming from suspended groups and campers not able  
to attend retreats or summer camp. You have helped us 
envision the future with a significant voice of  faith, hope, 
and vibrant love for others. Now you have become a part 
of  the story of  generosity at Agape+Kure Beach Minis-
tries.  Agape+Kure Beach Ministries 

 
 

Dear Members, 
 On behalf  of  the Board of  Directors of  Hiddenite 
Community Helpers, thank you for your continued,  
generous support of  this organization. We could not  
continue feeding our citizens without the help from the 
churches, individuals, and businesses in our community. 
Thank you for helping us to continue our ministry. 

Hiddenite Community Helpers 
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                  OFFERINGS 
                           DECEMBER,  2020          YTD 

 

CURRENT                                       $28,055.40              $307,994.29 
BENEVOLENCE                              $1,768.65                $15,720.30 
BLDG/IMPROVEMENT                 $9,360.00                $48,169.00 
PRESCHOOL                                        $80.00                  $1,640.00 
WORLD HUNGER                             $340.00                  $4,015.00 
BACKPACK MINISTRY                     $150.00                  $2,995.00 
ADULT MISSIONS                                 $0.00                  $2,632.00 
YOUTH MISSIONS                                 $0.00                    $235.00  
CHOIR FUND                                         $0.00                    $315.00  
FRIENDSHIP NUTRITION                   $0.00                    $100.00 
OUTDOOR IMP./PLAYGROUND       $0.00                  $1,200.00 
CHRISTIAN CRISIS CTR                    $370.00                  $1,475.00 
MOBILE CAFÉ                                        $0.00                    $100.00 
ASH WED./LENTEN OFFERING        $0.00                    $842.00 
AUDIO/VISUAL                                     $0.00                      $80.00 
FOOD PANTRIES                                   $0.00                    $550.00 
LUTHERIDGE                                         $0.00                     $60.00 
FOOD PANTRIES                                $140.00                   $890.00 
LUTHERAN DISASTER RELIEF         $25.00                     $65.00 
AUSTIN SCHOLARSHIP                         $0.00                     $25.00 
HELPING HANDS                                 $40.00                     $40.00 
                    

           SPENDING 
                              DECEMBER, 2020          YTD 

 
CURRENT                                         $32,689.97            $303,650.53 

Our Sharing 

HOME BOUND/EXTENDED CARE: 
                      

                    Vickie Church—Home 
                    Lou Ann Frye—Shepherd’s House-Trinity Village 
                    Fate & Ruth Hefner—Home 

 

If you know of someone that should be added to or taken off this 
list, please call the church office. 
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Please call the church office to add or  
take someone off this list.              

                  Janet Hildebran                  (B. Greathouse-12/29) 
                    Jeff Bowman                      (B. Greathouse-12/29) 
                    Lisa James                          (P. Mary-1/5)                             
                    Krista White                       (L. Jolly-1/6) 
                    Jeff James                           (P. Mary-1/11) 
                    Elizabeth Bowman             (P. Mary1/11) 
                    Nancy Pearson                   (W. Pearson-1/11) 
                    Evelynn Hammer               (W. Pearson-1/11) 
                    Alisha Echerd Goggans      (J. Gant-1/11) 
                    Jeff Holland                        (K. Ramsey-1/11) 
                    Rev. Dan Redding              (D. Ramsey-1/14) 
                    Wayne Cratty                      (W. Pearson-1/14) 
                    Charlie Huffman                 (D. Ramsey-1/14) 
                    Jack Barnes                         (B. Icenhour-1/17) 
                    Josh Harrington                  (P. Mary-1/17) 
                    May Elliott                          (P. Mary-1/20) 
                    Shirley Konsewicz               (M. Jolly-1/26) 
                    Matt Chrien                        (M. Jolly-1/26) 
                    Ruth Dial                            (P. Mary-1/26) 
                                                                 

                     

   Please keep the families & friends  
of these saints in your prayers. 

 

Family & friends of:  
 
 
 

Jerry D. Brown                   (D. Jolly-12/28) 
Brian Lynch                        (D. Jolly-12/28) 
Rosemarie Farrens              (D. Frye-1/4) 
Bill Hefner                          (B. Greathouse-1/4) 
Bobby Lowe                       (D. Ramsey-1/5) 
Edie Paugh                         (D. Ramsey-1/5) 
Rev. Gary Jennings             (P. Stikeleather-1/11) 
Quinton Turpin                  (P. Stikeleather-1/17) 
Garrett Bowman                 (N. Windsor-1/21) 
Linda Patrick                       (L. Cothren-1/26) 
Larry Bowman                    (L. Triplett-1/26) 
Shorty Harrington               (P. Mary-1/26) 

Prayers of  the Church  



10 

 

 

Friendship Lutheran Church Council 
December 15, 2020 Regular Meeting in Person 

Members present Teresa Birchfield, Hannah Bostian, Wade Cline, Steven Deal, 
Robert Farrens, Eric Frye, Leah Hayes, Diane Hollar, Jason Icard, Mary Ann 
Icenhour, Sandra Icenhour, Pat Payne, Dennis Rhyne, Starr Lynn Smith, Doug 
Ramsey, Pastor Mary Caniff-Kuhn, Pastor Tim Caniff-Kuhn, and Dana Frye.  

President Doug Ramsey called the meeting to order.  Pastor Tim shared a   
devotion and led prayer. 

Motion by Dennis Rhyne; seconded by Diane Hollar to approve the minutes 
from the regular meeting on November 9, 2020.   Motion carries. 

Treasurer’s report was distributed.   

Doug Ramsey conducted the election of officers for the year.  Mary Ann Icen-
hour was nominated for President.  Motion by Dennis Rhyne; seconded by 
Jason Icard to close nominations.  Motion carries.  Mary Ann accepted. 

Wade Cline was nominated for Vice-President. Motion by Dennis Rhyne;   
seconded by Teresa Birchfield to close nominations. Motion carries.  Wade 
accepted. 

Dana Frye was nominated for Recording Secretary.  Motion by Dennis Rhyne; 
seconded by Jason Icard to close nominations. Motion carries.  Dana accepted. 

Guy Kerley was nominated for Financial Secretary.  Motion by Diane Hollar; 
seconded by Dennis Rhyne to close nominations.  Motion carries.  Guy accept-
ed. 

Jane Gant has declined to continue in the treasurer position.  Nikki Icard was 
nominated for Treasurer.  Motion by Stephen Deal; seconded by Leah Hayes 
to close nominations.  Motion carries.  Nikki accepted. 

PASTORS REPORT: 

The Pastors shared the service on December 27 would be online only with 
“Lesson and Carols” offered by the Synod and the Lenoir Rhyne University 
Choir.  After being together for the holidays it will be beneficial to spend some 
time apart.  The Pastors also will be on vacation December 25 through January 
1.  Plans for Christmas Eve services at this time will be to have a 4 pm service 
outside by the manger scene; 7 pm in the fellowship hall with masks encour-
aged and 10 pm in the sanctuary with masks required.  Each service will offer 
candle lighting and communion.  The outside service will be weather permit-
ting.  They are looking ahead to 2021 with team set ups and assignments.  They 
continue to spend time planning services and making sure pastoral care is taken 
care of.   
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 TEAM REPORTS: 
 

Building & Grounds (BAG) – Jason Icard/Steven Deal – Motion by Eric Frye; 
seconded by Wade Cline to hire Worley Electricool to install a new heat pump 
to replace the furnace that was flooded out for a cost of up to $16,000.00 and 
funds will come from the Building and Improvements. Motion carries. The 
estimates for the roof replacement/repair should be updated at the January 
meeting and a timeline needs to be established to get us on a contractor’s 
schedule.       
Worship & Music – Teresa Birchfield – No report.      

Sharing & Stewardship – Diane Hollar/Robert Farrens/Starr Lynn Smith – No 
report.   

Learning & Christian Education – Hannah Bostian/Leah Hayes – Children’s 
Christmas program will be presented by video on Sunday, December 20 during 
the service time.    

Caring & Outreach – Amy Palmer/Hannah Bostian – 125 meals were prepared 
and delivered on Thanksgiving Day.  150 pounds of food has been delivered to 
the Christian Crisis Center.  Bloodmobile will be on January 10, 2021.        

Administration – No report.     

Finance – Dennis Rhyne – No report.   

Transition Team – Leah Hayes – No report.  
BUSINESS: 
Motion by Sandra Icenhour; seconded by Stephen Deal to continue the lawn 
care contract with Jon Hayes Landscaping for another 3-years. Motion carries.  
Motion by Dennis Rhyne; seconded by Diane Hollar to allow WELCA to par-
ticipate in the Barn Quilt Project.  Motion carries.   

Pastor Mary shared concerns regarding the guidelines for the building usage.  
Discussion was held about updating those guidelines. Motion by Dennis 
Rhyne; seconded by Pat Payne to set limits at 75 for worship in the fellowship 
hall with all other gatherings remaining at 25, and masks are recommended.  
All events will be congregation use only. If there were to be 5 cases of the virus 
we would return to online services. Motion carries.   

Motion by Teresa Birchfield; seconded by Wade Cline to send a $1,000.00 
check to each of the following:  Stony Point Food Pantry, Hiddenite Food 
Pantry, Christian Crisis Center, Agape Kure Beach, NovusWay, Mobile Café 
and Cherokee Living Waters. Motion carries. Friendship has been blessed and 
this is just a small way to pay it forward.   

There being no other business the meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Our next regular monthly meeting will be at 7 pm on Tuesday, January 12, 
2021.  Regular meetings will be held the second Tuesday of each month.     
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Council & Officers  
Mary Ann Icenhour, President  
Wade Cline, Vice-President  
Nikki Icard, Treasurer 
Dana Frye, Recording Secretary 
Guy Kerley, Financial Secretary 
Steven Deal - Technology 
Teresa Birchfield - Worship 
Amy Palmer - Care 
Robert Farrens - Cemetery 
Hannah Bostian - Learn 
Diane Hollar - Share 
Jason Icard - Building 
Dennis Rhyne - Finance 
Starr Lynn Smith - Scholarship 
Leah Hayes - Transition 
Eric Frye - Building 
Sandra Icenhour - Administration 
Pat Payne - Preschool 
Jimmy Watts - Special Projects 
 

Staff 
Denny Teague       Sexton              
Penny Stikeleather      Parish Secretary 
Silsa Moore       Organ and Piano 
Patrick Watkins          Music Director 
Lori Branch       Preschool Dir 
Tim & Mary                Interim Pastors 
Canniff-Kuhn             
 
Please be in touch by cell phone:  
828-551-4650 or by email - pastortimck 
@gmail.com / pastormaryck@gmail.com  
if you have a pastoral concern, or if there 
is something you think the pastors should 
know.  They are happy to arrange a way 
to visit with you safely if there is a need.  
 
The church office is staffed, but is closed 
to all non-essential business. Help to  
protect our staff by wearing a face mask if 
you need to enter. Please do not go in any 
private offices. THANKS! 

FRIENDSHIP LUTHERAN CHURCH  
 
5300 Church Road                                NON-PROFIT 
Taylorsville, NC 28681                          POSTAGE PAID 
Phone: 828-632-4482                            PERMIT 106 
www.friendshiptaylorsville.org               Taylorsville, NC 28681 
friendshipsecretary4@gmail.com 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED            

  Church Council and Staff 


