
  

 

 

News for members and friends of Friendship Lutheran Church 

 

Friendship Focus 
 

September 2020 

FAITH NOT FEAR 

It was wonderful to worship God together 

under the Tent of  Meeting these past two 

Sundays. So wonderful that we’re going to 

keep it going! Council has decided that we 

will keep the tent for the month of  September & worship 

outside on Sunday Mornings. ALLELUIA! Your pastors are 

so thankful to see your faces as we preach & pray & share 

communion. Meeting together in person is amazing joy! 

 

We are also thankful as we meet with Friendship Church 

Council - & we’ve been meeting about every other week 

since March! There have been many decisions to make 

along the way, but the topic that we’ve come back to again 

& again is: How shall we worship? 

 

Notice, the question isn’t: Shall we worship? There was  

never any doubt that this community will continue to     

worship the God who creates, redeems & empowers us in 

love. But deciding HOW we worship during a pandemic has 

not been easy. I’ve heard it said that we should step out in 

Faith, returning to worship just the way we did in February, 

trusting God to keep us safe. I don’t believe that’s what faith 

looks like - in these crazy times, or in any times.   
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Faith is not about testing God. (Matt 4:7)  Faith in Jesus 

means following Jesus - showing care & concern for oth-

ers - especially those who are the most vulnerable, the 

“least” among us - just as Jesus did. Faith is the willingness 

to deny ourselves in order to love our neighbor.  

 

I am thankful to work with a council seeking to lead our 

church along the most loving path it is possible to walk. 

That takes courage. The guiding principle for this council 

is not fear. It is love. It is hard to know what is the most 

loving thing to do. There are no “easy” answers. But we  

all hold the same guiding principle: Faith in LOVE that 

comes through Jesus.  

 

So we will worship outdoors. We will keep our distance. 

We will not sing together or pass the offering or touch as 

we share the peace…But - PRAISE GOD -  we WILL 

share the peace of  Christ, face to face! We WILL worship 

with heart & soul & body as God’s people in this place - 

TOGETHER!  ALLELUIA!  

 

We don’t know HOW we will worship after September, 

but you may trust that your council will continue to study 

& learn & talk & pray  - listen-

ing to one another & to the 

Holy Spirit, in order to make 

faithful, loving decisions. Please 

pray for them & thank them for 

their work - & for their faith - 

in Jesus’ Name, 

Pastor Mary 
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TENT MEETING 

CONTINUES! 
We have the Tent for the month 

of  September! The tent is locat-

ed on the ball field behind the 

Parish House. Outdoor toilets 

are available close by. 
 

Sunday Worship in September - will be under 

the Tent at 8:00, 9:15 & 10:30am - rain or shine - with 

masks required at 10:30. Dress is CASUAL at all services. 

Bring your own chair. You may also want an umbrella for 

rain or shade. Holy Communion will be celebrated at all 

three services. Golf  carts will be available to help those 

who are less mobile. You can also sit in the “balcony” up 

on the hill & still see and hear fairly well. 
 

We will maintain proper distancing, but we encourage 

those who are at risk to worship with us online. Worship 

will be live-streamed on Facebook at 9:15 am, & will 

be posted to the church Website by 1:00pm. DVD’s 

will be ready for pick up/delivery by Wed. morning. It 

will be posted to YouTube by 5 pm. 
 

Book Your Tent Time -It’s 

great to see fellowship and learning 

groups gather safely under the tent.   

Call the Church Office to schedule a 

time for your group to get together in 

the month of  September - using the 

guidelines that were mailed out.  Let’s  

make good use of  the tent while we have it!  
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September News 

Preschool Begins - The first  

day of school for Friendship Preschool 
is Monday, Sept. 8th. This year,  
preschool will operate on a Monday, 
Wednesday, Friday schedule. Please 
pray for our preschool staff & students 
as they adjust to many changes in their 
normal routines to keep everyone safe 
& healthy. 

 

Secret Sisters will meet on the 1st Saturday of each 

month. They will meet under the tent this month on  
Saturday, September 5th at 9 am. 
 

WELCA will meet @ the Cross on Sunday, Sept. 13th 

@ 5 pm. Sue Bumgarner will present a Bible study pro-
gram on Just Love.  
 

Kids Day under the tent is Sat., Sept. 12th, 10:30 am-

1:00 pm. Contact Nikki Icard for more details. 
 

(Christians Ready Equipped & Willing!) 
will meet each Wednesday in  

September, 6:00 pm at the Cross. 

Middle & High School youth are  

encouraged to bring a chair & join 

this group for outdoor, socially  

distanced fellowship and bible study. 

Contact Taylor Payne for more  

information.  
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Congratulations  Katelyn Hammer  

for graduating with an Associate’s Degree 

in Applied Science in Nuclear Medicine 

Technology & becoming Board Certified. 
 

Food Drive-Due to the great need of food by the  

Alexander Counties 5 food pantries, the Care Team will 
continue to collect non perishable food 
items. We delivered over 290 pounds 
of food items donated & they were 
very appreciative. The food items most 
needed are rice, black beans, red beans, 
& all other beans as well as many other 
items. The collection containers are in the Parish House 
garage. The food will be checked and taken to the pantries 
as needed. We are also still collecting medicine bottles & 
items for the Mommy Bags. 
 

School Supplies - The collection  

for Wittenburg Elementary School is  
also being extended due to need. Items 
requested are hand sanitizer, disinfecting 
wipes, wide-ruled notebook paper, one 
subject composition books, copy paper, 
and Kleenex. Please drop these off at  
the Parish House garage.  

 

Thanks for your generous sharing. 
 

Newsletter Deadline-Send in your items for the 

October issue of Friendship’s Focus 
Newsletter by Tuesday, Sept. 22nd. 
Call the office @ (828)632-4482 or email 
to friendshipsecretary4@gmail.com.  
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Confirmands answer the question:  
Who Is Jesus to me? 

 

Ava Chapman– Jesus to me is the Son of  God who sacri-
ficed his life for me. He put me and everyone else before 
him and saved us. He forgives us for all the wrong we 
have done and loves us for who we are. He is my hero and 
I thank him for everything he has done. Everyday I live by 
him and Love him deeply. That is who Jesus is to me. 

 

Faith Smith-Jesus means comfort, peace, and love. Jesus 
means comfort because in everything that happens I know 
he is in control. Jesus means peace because I know what-
ever happens, it’s his plan. Jesus means love because above 
all, I know his love is greater. 
 

Garrett Jolly-God to me is more than just going to 
church on Sunday. God is the last person I talk to at night 
and who I spill out my day to. Although he may not speak 
back in words, in my heart I can feel him there. God to me 
is someone who looks over and out for me, and whenever 
things don’t work out down the road, I can see why most 
of  the time. I believe God loves us and wants the best for 
us. 
 

Marcus Jolly-God always goes through the hard times 
with you whether you know it or not. I haven’t always 
been there with God in my life, but that doesn’t mean he 
wasn’t there as I went through my life. I know that God 
has put me to where I am in life for a reason and I thank 
him everyday for what he has given me. 
 

We celebrate with these young adults, giving thanks 
for Todd Smith (confirmation teacher & mentor)  

& for the parents of  the confirmands who fulfilled 
their baptismal promises. 
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September Birthdays 

Scott Mecimore               09/21 
Matthew Jolly                  09/23 
Jenna Ramsey                  09/23 
Jeri Haynes                      09/24 
Paul Hefner                     09/24 
Cameron Gant                 09/25 
Crystal Icenhour              09/25 
Noah Bebber                   09/26 
Jerry Bowman                  09/26 
Alice Icenhour                 09/26 
Colten Bowman               09/27 
Roger Harrington             09/27 
Chris Jolly                        09/27 
Debbie Cook                    09/28 
Lucy Deal                         09/29 
 

Joyce Deal                        09/02 
Dylan Watts                     09/02 
Patricia Bowman              09/04 
David Pearson                  09/05 
Starr Lynn Smith              09/06 
Earl Bostain                      09/07 
Courtney Bebber              09/08 
Joe Elder                          09/10 
Connie Kerley                  09/11 
Jimmy Mitchell                 09/14 
Robert Gant                     09/15 
Ethan Bebber                   09/16 
Roger Cline                      09/16 
Angie Mooney                  09/16 
Jerry Hefner                     09/19 
Polly Watts                       09/20 
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   Prayer Concerns 

 
 
 
 

 

We continue to pray for these friends and family of Friendship. 
If you have someone you’d like the saints here to pray for, or 
who can come off the list, please call the church office.                                         

Lanie Yount            (T. Annas-7/24) 
Ruth Hefner            (P. Tim-7/24) 
Sallie Hartis             (L. Jolly-8/3) 
Shaneta Shuford      (B. Greathouse-8/4) 
Hayden Bentley       (W. Bentley-8/5) 
Matt Chrien             (M. Jolly-8/10) 
Shirley Konsewicz    (M. Jolly-8/10) 
Virginia Bowman     (W. Pearson-8/10) 
David Cranford        (W. Pearson-8/10) 
Brenda Johnson        (D. Ramsey-8/10) 
Eric West                  (D. Ramsey-8/10) 
Phil Hefner                (P. Tim-8/10) 
Lorraine Hefner         (P. Tim-8/10) 
Martha Cranford        (W. Pearson-8/11) 
Ryan Crotts                (D. Frye-8/17) 
Travis Comer             (R. Longworth-8/17) 
Larry Sigmon             (C. Sigmon-8/18) 
Whitney Dillard         (P. Watts-8/20) 
Barbara Manning       (S. Icenhour-8/21) 
Jerry Bowman            (J. James-8/31) 
 
 

 We believe in the resurrection and the communion  
of the saints, but the pain of death is still real.  

Please keep the families & friends of these  
saints in your prayers. 

 
 

 

Family & friends of:  
 

 
 

Dude Starnes, Leroy Lackey,  
Gary Saunders, Amber Morrison, Mike Taylor. 
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Our Sharing 

         OFFERINGS 

                                 JULY, 2020                      YTD 
 

CURRENT                                       $22,114.29              $172,544.29 
BENEVOLENCE                                $963.70                  $8,046.50 
BLDG/IMPROVEMENT                 $2,230.00                $29,759.00 
PRESCHOOL                                          $0.00                   $1,140.00 
WORLD HUNGER                             $445.00                   $1,965.00 
BACKPACK MINISTRY                     $185.00                   $2,300.00 
ADULT MISSIONS                               $20.00                   $2,632.00 
YOUTH MISSIONS                                $0.00                        $40.00  
CHOIR FUND                                          0.00                      $160.00  
FRIENDSHIP NUTRITION                   $0.00                     $100.00 
OUTDOOR IMP./PLAYGROUND       $0.00                  $1,050.00 
CHRISTIAN CRISIS CTR                      $75.00                     $895.00 
MOBILE CAFÉ                                        $0.00                     $100.00 
ASH WED./LENTEN OFFERING        $0.00                     $842.00 
AUDIO/VISUAL                                     $0.00                       $50.00 
FOOD PANTRIES                               $300.00                     $400.00 
 

                                                    

 

               
                                          

 

                                                   SPENDING 
                                  JULY, 2020                    YTD 

 

CURRENT                                         $28,555.43             $175,669.89 

 

 
 

HOME BOUND/EXTENDED CARE: 
                      

                                                                 Alice Icenhour—Home 
                    Vickie Church—Home 
                    Lou Ann Frye—Shepherd’s House-Trinity Village 
                    Fate & Ruth Hefner—Home 
                    Jeri Killian—Home 
                            

If  you know of  someone that should be added to or 
taken off  this list, please call the church office. 
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Friendship Lutheran Church Council 
July 21, 2020 Regular Meeting in Person 

Members present Teresa Birchfield, Hannah Bostian, Steven Deal, Robert 
Farrens, Leah Hayes, Diane Hollar, Jason Icard, Jeff James, Guy Kerley, 
Monty Payne, Doug Ramsey, Dennis Rhyne, Pastor Mary Canniff-Kuhn 
and Pastor Tim Canniff-Kuhn, Dana Frye, and guest Taylor Payne.  

President Doug Ramsey called the meeting to order with a devotion and 
led a word of prayer. 

Taylor Payne was present to share news about the “Faith Fest” for August 
2020. The theme this year is Hope and will be streamed live due to the 
Coronavirus pandemic. Taylor along with help from Jeff James shared the 
overview of Faith Fest and the impact it has on youth. Taylor has asked 
that if a plan is presented that would allow for all safety protocols would 
the council approval use of the ballfield for Saturday, August 29? Council 
agrees it is a good event and will consider the plan, that will be presented 
at the next council meeting.  

Motion by Diane Hollar; seconded by Jason Icard to approve the minutes 
from the regular June 16 and special called  June 30, 2020 meetings. Mo-
tion carries. 

Treasurer’s report was distributed and reviewed.  

TEAM REPORTS: 

Finance – Dennis Rhyne – Budget request will need to be turned in to 
Dennis or a member of the Finance Team. The purchase of the new hym-
nals being printed at this time need to be included in the budget. 

Building & Grounds (BAG) – Guy Kerley/Jason Icard/Steven Deal – No 
report 

Worship & Music – Monty Payne/Teresa Birchfield – Lynn Jolly has 
asked Teresa to request guidelines from council regarding the opening of 
Preschool. Preschool will need to provide Council a plan to safely reopen. 
The W&M team is continuing to work on job descriptions.    

Sharing & Stewardship – Diane Hollar/Robert Farrens/Starr Lynn Smith 

– No report.   

Learning & Christian Education – Hannah Bostian/Leah Hayes – No re-

port.   
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Caring & Outreach – Amy Palmer/Hannah Bostian – No report    

Administration – Jeff James – No report 

 
PASTORS REPORTS 
Pastor Tim shared plans for Communion at the Cross on Wednesday,   
August 5, with times being 8, 9, 11 am (masks required), and 6, 7 and 8 
pm. Masks are optional at all times EXCEPT the 11 am time. Social dis-
tancing will be observed at all times. Meetings at the Cross have continued 
to bring people out. Pastor Tim shared the thought about how our teams 
can accomplish their goals for the fall, when at this time, we do not know 
what the fall looks like. Patrick is working on some areas to enable the 
recording of singing to use online and stations to use in other settings. 
The pastors will be on vacation the week of August 10-16. Pastoral care if 
needed during their absence has been arranged. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Kitchen subcommittee – No report. 

Nominating Committee – No report  

Tent Rental – The rental of a tent has been secured. Date is August 20 
through September 2. How to best use the tent is still in the planning stag-
es.    

NEW BUSINESS:  

No new business.   

There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned with the Lord’s 
Prayer.  

Our next regular monthly meeting will be at 7 pm on Tuesday, August 11.   
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Council & Officers  
Doug Ramsey, President  
Jeff James, Vice-President  
Jane Gant, Treasurer 
Dana Frye, Recording Secretary 
Guy Kerley, Financial Secretary 
Steven Deal 
Teresa Birchfield 
Amy Palmer 
Monty Payne 
Robert Farrens 
Hannah Bostian 
Diane Hollar 
Jason Icard 
Dennis Rhyne 
Starr Lynn Smith 
Leah Hayes 

Staff 
Denny Teague       Sexton              
Penny Stikeleather      Parish Secretary 
Silsa Moore       Organ and Piano 
Patrick Watkins          Choir Director 
Lori Branch       Preschool Dir 
Tim & Mary                Interim Pastors 
Canniff-Kuhn             
 
Please be in touch by cell phone:  
828-551-4650 or by email - pastortimck 
@gmail.com / pastormaryck@gmail.com  
if you have a pastoral concern, or if there 
is something you think the pastors should 
know.  The church office is staffed, but is 
closed to all non-essential business.  Help 
to protect our staff by entering the Parish 
House only if it is necessary. Please do 
not go in any private offices. THANKS! 

FRIENDSHIP LUTHERAN CHURCH  
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Taylorsville, NC 28681                          POSTAGE PAID 
Phone: 828-632-4482                            PERMIT 106 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED            

Church Council and Staff 


