
  

 

 

News for members and friends of Friendship Lutheran Church 

 

Friendship Focus 
 

June 2021 

A lot has happened in the last month. New guideline from the 
CDC, the governor and the NC Synod have led to meetings of 
Friendship executive team, Worship Team and a vote from 
Church Council. So, we have new worship and building guide-
lines to share: 
 

WORSHIP UPDATE 
We return to two worship services on Sunday, May 30. 
 

Masks are optional for those who are vaccinated and 
recommended for those who are not at both services. 
 

For the summer, both services will be about 45 minutes long and 
will include congregational singing. We will continue to celebrate 
Holy Communion all together as we have been. A Children’s 
message will be offered at both services. 
 
The 8:00 am service will be in the Family Life Center. You 
may bring your own chair or use one of the church chairs that 
will be stacked near each door.. The 10:30 am service will be in 
the Nave. Coffee will be available in the kitchen (beginning June 
6) from 8:00-10:15am.  
 
Worship will continue to be broadcast to the parking lot. It will 
be livestreamed to Facebook at 8am and available to watch any-
time after. It will also be posted to YouTube with a link on our 
church website. DVDs will continue to be provided for those 
who need them. THANK YOU to those who continue to make 
and deliver them! 
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NEW BUILDING GUIDELINES 
Beginning May 30, the entire Friendship Building is open 
for Church Activities and for Friendship member to rent 
for their own events. It is not available for outside groups 
to use or rent without approval from the Church Council.  
 
We are trusting Friendship members to tell a pastor if  
someone from their group has tested positive for Covid 
and has been in the church building within ten days. 
 

 

Masks are optional for those who have been vaccinat-
ed and recommended for those who have not at all 
events inside the church building. 
 
Call Penny in the church office to reserve space for your 
group or event. Please make anyone who attends aware of  
the guidelines above. 
 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
We know you’ve missed it! With the opening of  the 
church building, Sunday School is once again an option - 
HOWEVER, the Learning Team is presently putting their 
energies toward VBS. They will be recruiting teachers and 
lining things up for fall. Let them know if  you are willing 
to teach!  
 
Augsburg material is available for adult classes that would 
like to start meeting now.  Attendance and offering will 
not be taken over the summer. Pat Payne, Jeff  James and 
Diane Hollar’s classes will begin meeting May 30 and 
would welcome visitors or new members!   
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Preschool Graduation– is scheduled  
for Wednesday, June 2nd, 6:30 pm  
outside at the cross. Congratulations to 
the preschool graduating Class of  2021! 
 

We welcome Hope Wike as the new Director of Friendship 
Lutheran Preschool beginning August 1. Along with a masters 
in Early Childhood Education and many years of classroom 
teaching experience, Hope also has a great love of children and 
a strong desire to help them learn and grow in faith. Preschool 
registration is open for the 2021-22 school year. Spread the 
word! It’s going to be GREAT! 
 

Secret Sisters –Saturday, June 5th, 9 am- FLC.  
 

Rooted Bible Study is taking a summer break starting this 

month, but will return in August or September.  
 

Newsletter Deadline-Send items for the July issue of 

Friendship’s Focus by Thursday, June 17th. Call the church 
office @ 632-4482 or email items to friendhipsecretar-
y4@gmail.com.  

 

WELCA– will meet on Sunday, June 27th, 5 pm at Lynn Jol-
ly’s home for an outdoor program, “Enjoying God’s Beauty 
Through Flowers”. All women are invited to attend 

 

Vacation Bible School 2021 -Tues, July 27 - Fri, July 30,   

6-8 pm, Grab your sunscreen, a friend and join us for VBS on 
Mystery Island. Get ready for an unforgettable adventure  as 
we learn about our God and how amazing he is through the 
pages of Scripture. Students preschool to high school will inves-
tigate God's truths each night through stories, music, games, and 
crafts. Let's get ready to learn about our one true God and dis-
cover he's a priceless treasure at Mystery Island!! More details to 
follow, so mark your calendars. 
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Worship in June 
On June 13 Pastor Robert Sain will preach, covering for Pastor 
Mary and Pastor Tim while they are on vacation. Pastor Sain has 
served congregations in NC, SC, and Arkansas. He served Old 
St. Paul’s Lutheran in Newton for 11 years before retirement 
and was recently interim pastor at Holy Communion Lutheran 
Church in Banner Elk.   

On June 20 our own seminarian, Oscar Shepherd, will bring the 
Word as preacher. Oscar has completed his coursework at Lu-
ther Seminary in St. Paul, MN and is finishing his internship at 
St. Luke Lutheran Church (down the road). This fall, after his 
final examination by the NC Synod Candidacy Committee, he 
will be approved for ordination and available for his first call. 
Friendship Lutheran gave our blessing and promised Oscar sup-
port in his seminary journey, and we rejoice to present him with 
a red stole for his ordination. Please join us for worship on this 
day to support Oscar in his call to professional leadership in the 
church.  

Pastoral Call Process Update                                        
With the completion of the Congregational Study Report, 
(which can be found on the publications page on the website)
Friendship moves into the next stage of the process to call a 
pastor. Leah Hayes, Doug Ramsey and Guy Kerley will begin 
working on the Ministry Site Profile, which gives more detailed 
information about the congregation's demographics, goals and 
desires in pastoral leadership. The Church Council has appoint-
ed a different team to select nominations for the call committee, 
which will include 6 people. These nominations will be present-
ed to the congregation in August, giving time for there to be ad-
ditional nominations from the congregation. There will be a 
congregational meeting on Sunday, September 12 at 
9:15AM to elect the call committee. Please mark your calen-
dar and plan to attend. After the call committee is established, 
they will be trained and will begin their work. 



5 

 

Secret Sisters need your RECIPES for a Church Cook 
Book. All proceeds go to the ALEXANDER COUNTY 
FOOD PANTRIES. Recipes must be submitted by Au-
gust 31 to be delivered before the Holidays. Please help us 
make a great cookbook! Thank you! Contact Daphne Payne 
for more info:(704)437-2106 thepaynegang5@gmail.com 
 

The CARE Team delivered 130 lbs. of  food to the Chris-
tian Crisis Center. They are in need of  cereal, soup, & crack-
ers. 
 

Flower Chart is back to it’s original spot on the bulletin 
board in the hall  near the Nave. Please sign up for flowers 
to honor or in memory of  your loved ones and in thanks-
giving to God for all our blessings. 
 

Roof  Update- The repair of  the church building roof  is 
underway by Conover Construction and Roofing. Work be-
gan on the Family Life Center as is moving toward the 
Nave. Currently, we have $122,715 in the Building Fund for 
the repairs, which initially are $120,725. The cost of  repair 
will increase as wood needs to be replaced. You can track 
both the cost and building fund gifts on the charts at the en-
trance to the worship. 
 

NC Synod Assembly- The North Carolina Synod will 
meet online for this year’s synod assembly June 3-5 with the 
theme “Strength for the Journey”. Jane Nichols, Oscar 
Shepherd and your pastors will be in attendance as delegates 
from Friendship. Along with important business of  the syn-
od and reports from various agencies, there will also be the 
election of  a bishop. We give thanks for the ways the synod 
helps us walk together as God’s people.  
 

mailto:thepaynegang5@gmail.com
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Congratulations Class of  2021  
High School Graduates:  

 

 
Brenna Dawn Gantt will graduate from Alexander Cen-
tral High. She plans to attend CVCC this fall. 

 

Bryanna Jade Payne will graduate from ACHS. She plans 
to attend Caldwell Community College, Technical Institute 
for Cosmetology. 
 

Jenna Ramsey will graduate from Alexander Early Col-
lege. She will attend Lenoir Rhyne in the Fall. 

 
 

Congratulations Class of  2021 
College Graduates: 

 
 

Molly Gantt is graduating from UNC-Wilmington with a 
Masters in education. 

 
Congratulations to this year's Rusha Austin Scholar-

ship Recipients: Maci Annas, Mia King,  Bryanna Payne, 
and Jenna Ramsey. 
 
We will recognize and pray for our graduates on June 6th 
at both worship services. Please call the church office to 
let us know which service your graduate will attend. 
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Faith Smith                      06/02 
Marie Price                      06/03 
John Adair                       06/03 
Jonathan Smith                06/04 
Todd Hefner                   06/06 
Derek Latham                 06/06 
Sherri Sloope                   06/07 
Nathan Mooney              06/09 
Denny Teague                 06/09 
Emma Icard                    06/10 
Annie Mae Russell          06/10 
Kristin Nichols               06/11 
Deanna Deal                   06/13 
Lillian Jolly                      06/17 

Lisa James                     06/19 
Jeff Miller                      06/19 
Taylor Payne                 06/19 
Becky Cline                   06/21 
Harper Buff                  06/22 
Reese Buff                    06/23 
Nina Windsor               06/24 
John Bostian                 06/25 
Gail Parks                     06/25 
Emo Bebber                 06/26 
Kaplan Boyles              06/28 
Bryan Hand                  06/28 
Lee Icenhour                06/29 
Darlene Hayes              06/30 

Thank you for supporting our Cougar family throughout this 
football season. The pregame meals are such a vital part of our 
game day preparation & experience. It is such a blessing to be 
provided a delicious meal before each game. Even more im-
portantly, we appreciate the supportive & inspirational messag-
es. It is so special for our athletes to hear devotions. Thank 
you again for providing the assurance to our athletes that the 
community is supporting & praying for them. 

Gratefully, 
Athletic Director, Head Football & Cheer Coach  
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Friendship Lutheran Church Council 

April 13, 2021 Regular Meeting in Person 
 

Members present Teresa Birchfield, Hannah Bostian, Wade Cline, Robert 
Farrens, Eric Frye, Leah Hayes, Diane Hollar, Jason Icard, Mary Ann 
Icenhour, Sandra Icenhour, Pat Payne, Dennis Rhyne, Starr Lynn Smith, 
Jimmy Watts, Pastor Mary Canniff-Kuhn, Pastor Tim Canniff-Kuhn, and 
Dana Frye.  
President Mary Ann Icenhour called the meeting to order.  Pat Payne 
shared a devotion and led prayer. 

Motion by Sandra Icenhour; seconded by Diane Hollar to approve the 
minutes from the regular meeting on March 9, 2021.  Motion carries. 

Treasurer’s report for the month was distributed.   

TEAM REPORTS:   

Administration – Sandra Icenhour – No report. 

Care – Amy Palmer – Wade Cline reported that the Appreciation Meal 
group prepared 150 meals; 42 units were collected at the blood drive.  
Plans are being made for Mother’s and Father’s Day.  

Learn – Hannah Bostian – Egg hunt was 20/25 kids. Plans are underway 
for an end of school bash and VBS for Friendship kids with a suggestion 
that kids bring a friend but not advertise to the public.     

Worship -Teresa Birchfield – The Team is interested in having a cross that 
could be used each year in place of the cross being made from the Chris-
mon tree.  Council is fine with that.  A meeting is planned for May 3 to 
prepare for services moving forward.   

Share – Diane Hollar – The Team continues to reach out to people who 
may not be coming to any of the services. 

Finance – Dennis Rhyne – No report. 

Rusha Austin Scholarship – Starr Lynn Smith – No report.  

Preschool – Pat Payne – Motion by Jason Icard; seconded by Jimmy Watts 
to allow members of Friendship Lutheran Church to apply for employ-
ment in the Preschool, which is supervised by the Preschool board. Mo-
tion carries. A retirement love offering for Ms. Lori will be held on a Sun-
day in May. 

Building & Grounds (BAG) – Jason Icard & Eric Frye – Fallen tree on the 
ballfield will be removed.    
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Technology – Steven Deal – The Team has met and defined their purpose.  
They are responsible for technology with the hardware equipment. At this 
time there is not a team that is designated to oversee the content of our 
social media. The contract with John Adair has expired and there are 5 
members trained to handle the job of weekly live streaming and recording 
our services. The backdrop on the stage enhances the overall quality of the 
recording on Sundays.   

Cemetery – Robert Farrens – No report.    

Transition – Leah Hayes – Question 2 responses are being compiled. Ques-
tion 3 will be available on April 18 ad 25. Hopefully, a gathering can take 
place on May 23 to share more information. 

PASTORS REPORT: Pastors Mary and Tim have had a busy month 
with Lent and Easter. Visits are coming alive and more at ease with spring-
time and vaccinations. Preschool, Administration, Tech and Transition 
teams have been front and center with meetings and planning. The Execu-
tive team will be meeting in May to make plans for moving forward with 
reopening the church. Vacation is planned for June. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Motion by Sandra Icenhour; seconded by Eric Frye to approve the job 
descriptions for Sexton and Church Keyboardist. Motion carries.  

Motion by Wade Cline; seconded by Diane Hollar to deliver prepackaged 
meals to the football team on Friday afternoon. Funds will be taken from 
the Fellowship line item. Motion carries.  

Hannah Bostian has been approached about the training and equipment of 
our AEDs. Diane Hollar will investigate this. 

Synod Assembly will be June 3-5 by Zoom. Friendship is allowed 1 male,  
1 female and 1 youth under 21 years old as voting members. Any volun-
teers please see one of the Pastors. 

Nominating Committee for Call Committee and Church Council will be 
on the agenda for April. 

There being no other business the meeting adjourned with prayer. 

Our next regular monthly meeting will be at 7 pm on Tuesday, May 11, 
2021. Diane Hollar will share devotions.       
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OFFERINGS 
                                 

                                                                                    APRIL,  2021                  YTD 
 

CURRENT                                       $27,200.07              $107,558.24 
BENEVOLENCE                              $1,301.00                 $5,831.00 
BLDG/IMPROVEMENT                 $7,540.00                $19,685.15 
PRESCHOOL                                         $50.00                    $516.00 
WORLD HUNGER                                $60.00                    $695.00 
BACKPACK MINISTRY                      $395.00                 $1,020.00 
CHRISTIAN CRISIS CTR                       $85.00                 $2,258.22 
MOBILE CAFÉ                                         $0.00                   $100.00 
FOOD PANTRIES                                  $70.00                   $275.00 
LUTHERAN DISASTER RELIEF           $0.00                     $25.00 
                    
 

          SPENDING 
                                   

                                                                                                APRIL, 2021                 YTD 
 

CURRENT                                        $19,015.54              $103,812.62 

Our Sharing 

HOME BOUND/EXTENDED CARE: 
                      

                 Vickie Church—Home 
                 Lou Ann Frye—Shepherd’s House-Trinity Village 
                 Fate & Ruth Hefner—Home 
                 Audrey Arrington—Home 
                 Emily & Carrel Icenhour—Catawba Valley Assisted  
                                                            Living—Rock Barn 

 
 

If you know of someone that should be added to or  
taken off this list, please call the church office. 
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Please call the church office to add or  
take someone off  this list.   

                    Tara Smith                     (D. Deal-4/26) 
                    Katie Aho                      (K. Wike-4/26) 
                    Darleen Handy               (S. Rogers-4/26) 
                    Pam Ready Cook            (P. Mary-4/26) 
                    Dana Hollar                    (L. Hefner-4/26)   
                    Tom McNeely                (W. Cline-4/27)   
                    Cindy Honeycutt             (P. Tim-4/27) 
                    Kenny Street                   (C. Jolly-4/28) 
                    Peggy Jolly                      (C. Jolly-4/28)     
                    Junior Lafone                  (D. Hefner-5/3) 
                    Kathy Binkley                  (T. Birchfield-5/3)    
                    Beth Wooten                   (S. Smith-5/5) 
                    Shirley Konsewicz           (M. Jolly-5/5) 
                    Matt Chrien                     (M. Jolly-5/5) 
                    Randy Cloer                    (C. Jolly-5/5)  
                    Pam Setzer                      (P. Mary-5/10) 
                    Alisha Echerd Goggans   (J. Gant-5/10) 
                    Ann Hefner                    (L. Hefner-5/10) 
                    Kelly Watson                  (K. Ramsey-5/10) 
                    Mark & Linda Mercer     (L. Hefner-5/10) 
                    Thelma Harrington         (L. Hefner-5/10)  
                    David Moore                  (H. Bostian-5/10)  
                    Vickie Church                (P. Mary-5/10) 
                    Phil Hefner                    (L. Hefner-5/16) 
                    Mabel Bowman              (M. Bowman-5/16) 
                    Mickey Annas                 (T. Annas-5/25) 

 

   Please keep the families & friends  
of  these saints in your prayers. 

 

Family & friends of:  
 

 
 

                    Wanda Young Peppers     (D. Ramsey-4/26) 
                    TJ Mitchell                       (K. Ramsey-5/18) 

Prayers of  the Church  
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Council & Officers  
Mary Ann Icenhour, President  
Wade Cline, Vice-President  
Nikki Icard, Treasurer 
Dana Frye, Recording Secretary 
Guy Kerley, Financial Secretary 
Steven Deal - Technology 
Teresa Birchfield - Worship 
Amy Palmer - Care 
Robert Farrens - Cemetery 
Hannah Bostian - Learn 
Diane Hollar - Share 
Jason Icard - Building 
Dennis Rhyne - Finance 
Starr Lynn Smith - Scholarship 
Leah Hayes - Transition 
Eric Frye - Building 
Sandra Icenhour - Administration 
Pat Payne - Preschool 
Jimmy Watts - Special Projects 
 

Staff 
Denny Teague       Sexton              
Penny Stikeleather      Parish Secretary 
Silsa Moore       Organ and Piano 
Patrick Watkins          Music Director 
Lori Branch       Preschool Dir 
Tim & Mary                Interim Pastors 
Canniff-Kuhn             
 
Please be in touch by cell phone:  
828-551-4650 or by email - pastortimck 
@gmail.com / pastormaryck@gmail.com  
if you have a pastoral concern, or if there 
is something you think the pastors should 
know.  They are happy to arrange a way 
to visit with you safely if there is a need.  
 
The church office is staffed, but is closed 
to all non-essential business. Help to  
protect our staff by wearing a face mask if 
you need to enter. Please do not go in any 
private offices. THANKS! 

FRIENDSHIP LUTHERAN CHURCH  
 
5300 Church Road                                NON-PROFIT 
Taylorsville, NC 28681                          POSTAGE PAID 
Phone: 828-632-4482                            PERMIT 106 
www.friendshiptaylorsville.org               Taylorsville, NC 28681 
friendshipsecretary4@gmail.com 
 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED            

  Church Council and Staff 


