
  

 

 

News for members and friends of Friendship Lutheran Church 

 

Friendship Focus 
 

December 2021 

Advent & Christmas Schedule 
 

Children’s Christmas Play 
Sunday, Dec. 19, 9:15AM in FLC 

 

Longest Night Service 
Sunday, Dec. 19, 6:30PM in Nave 

 

Christmas Eve Services 
Friday, Dec. 24, 7:00PM in FLC & 9:00PM in Nave 

 

Lessons and Carols 
Sunday, Dec. 26, 9AM in FLC 

(Please note there is one service on this day)    
______________________________________________ 

 

“Whose birthday are we celebrating, anyway?”  
In our families, it’s the birthday boy or girl who gets 
the presents. While our Christmas tradition includes 
sharing gifts with many loved ones, a good question 
for the season of Advent is to ask ourselves “what 
gift are we giving Jesus, the newborn king, whose 
birthday we celebrate?” Of course, there are many ways to answer this 
question: setting aside time for prayer and devotion; volunteering in 
community outreach, like the Mobile Café or another helping organiza-
tion; setting aside a portion of what is spent on Christmas in your 
home and making a donation to a charity. Advent is a time of prepara-
tion. While there are many preparations to get ready for our own 
Christmas traditions and celebration, take time to think about “Whose 
birthday are we celebrating, anyway?” and then be intentional in mak-
ing a plan that includes giving a gift to Jesus, in response to the greatest 
gift we could ever receive: God With Us! 
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Secret Sisters– Friday, December 3rd, 4 - 9 pm in 
FLC. 

 
WELCA– Sunday, December 5th, 5 pm in the FLC.  
 

Poinsettias - if  you would like to do-
nate a poinsettia to decorate the altar for 
Christmas, forms will be available  
at both services: (For FLC services-on 
table at both entrances & 10:30 service-
on the Narthex shelf) Forms can be  
given to Brenda Bowman, Liz Bowman, 

Julia Rhyne, Dana Frye or placed in the offering plate. The 
cost is $7.00 & checks should be made out to Country 
Road Greenhouse. Deadline is Dec. 5th. 

 
Friendship Fellowship Supper -  the first Monday of  
each month in the FLC at 6pm. Everyone is invited to 
bring a dish to share or just bring yourself. Dec. 6th is the 
next meal date. 

 
The Angel Tree has 60 foster children 

in Alexander County this year. The tags 

have the child's clothes size and special 

items they have asked for. You do not 

have to buy all of  the items. The gifts 

must be back to the church by Sunday, Dec. 12th.  

Contact Lisa James at 632-2451 with any questions.  
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Friendship Christmas Play - this year, “A Very Mixed-
Up Christmas Pageant” will be presented on Sunday,  
December 19th, in between services at 9:15 am. We are 
excited & hope you can join us! Our play practices are 
on Sundays at 5:15 - 6 pm. 

 
School Supplies - (Wittenburg) - The following items 
are needed at this time: binder clips, rolls of  paper towels, 
Clorox wipes, Individual pre packaged snacks & bottled 
water. Drop them off  in the Parish House garage. Thanks 
for your support! 

 
Friendship Cook Books are HERE! 
The cook books are here & available at 
both services. Get yours today! The cost 
is $12.00. All proceeds go to the Food 
Pantry of Alex. Cty. Please see Daphne 
Payne, Donna Icard or Becky Cline. 
 

 

Newsletter Deadline- Send items for the 
January  issue of  Friendship’s Focus  
by Tuesday, Dec. 21st. Call the church 
office @ 632-4482 or email your items to 
friendhipsecretary4@gmail.com. 

 
First Communion instruction for children 
age 5 or older will be held on Wednesday, 
January 5th at 6 pm.  Please be in touch 
with Pastor Mary by December 22 if  you 
feel your child is ready for this sacrament.   

A parent, grandparent or adult friend must accompany 
your child in the class.  
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Friendship Lutheran Church Leadership Update 
 

Church Council - At the Congregational Meeting, we said 
thanks to those whose Council terms are ending: Teresa 
Birchfield, Hannah Bostian, Steven Deal, Robert Farrens, 
Leah Hayes, Diane Hollar, Jason Icard, Amy Palmer,  
Dennis Rhyne, Starr Lynn Smith and elected the following 
to a two year term: John Bostian, Marty Buff, Tyler Hall, 
Gary Richey, Steve Shealy and Monica Stafford.  We give 
thanks for all who offered themselves as Council nominees 
and ask for prayers that the Church Council can hear 
God’s will for Friendship.   
 

Pastoral Leadership - Pastors Tim and Mary complete 
their 24 month contract on Sunday, January 23. While 
Pastor Tim has plans for February, Church Council has 
agreed to renegotiate with him for coverage starting in 
March. (Pastor Mary has other “callings” and commit-
ments that won’t allow her to continue at Friendship,  
although she will preach once a month while Pastor Tim  
is here.) The N.C. Synod is helping to provide “interim-
interim” pastoral coverage for February, to include worship 
leadership, office time and on-call coverage.   
 

Call Committee - The Call Committee (Sam Birchfield, 
Hannah Bostian, Molly Gant, Chris Jolly, Guy Kerley and 
Doug Ramsey-chair) has received training to equip them 
for the call process including interviewing candidates. The 
North Carolina Synod will now begin to provide names of   
potential candidates. Members of  Friendship may also sub-
mit potential pastoral candidates, who must be rostered in 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, in writing to 
Doug Ramsey (include name and synod). These are then 
shared with the Synod Staff  who will follow up with the 
named individuals to see if  they would like to be  
considered for the pastoral vacancy at Friendship.       
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December Birthdays 
Monica Stafford 12/11 
Wade Cline  12/13 
Abigail Serrill  12/17 
Brenda Bowman 12/18 
Kim Ramsey  12/18 
Sandra Icenhour 12/22 
Lynleigh Wike               12/23 
Logan Gant  12/26 
Marcus Jolly  12/27 
Leon Bowman  12/28 
Debbie Hefner  12/28 
Pat Payne  12/30 

Tony Cothren  12/02 
Ruth Deal-Lackey 12/02 
Zoey Moose  12/03 
Barry Swift  12/04 
Katelyn Hammer 12/04 
Michael Sloope  12/06 
Dara Swift  12/06 
Stedman Smith  12/09 
Kyle Wike  12/10 
Keisha Bowman 12/11 
Lynn Jolly  12/11 
Thomas Setzer, Jr. 12/11 

Your kind and thoughtful expression of  sympathy is 
deeply appreciated and gratefully acknowledged. 

 

Thank You - to our church family for the cards, dona-
tions, food & prayers during our loss. Your generosity & 
thoughtfulness is very appreciated. Thanks to Pastor Tim 
for the beautiful service.  

 

The Mabel Bowman family. 
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Friendship Lutheran Church Council 

October 12, 2021, Regular Meeting in Person 

Members present Teresa Birchfield, Steven Deal, Eric Frye, Leah Hayes, 
Jason Icard, Mary Ann Icenhour, Sandra Icenhour, Pat Payne, Dennis 
Rhyne, Starr Lynn Smith, Pastor Mary Canniff-Kuhn, Pastor Tim Canniff-
Kuhn, and Dana Frye.  Absent: Hannah Bostian, Wade Cline, Robert 
Farrens, Diane Hollar, Amy Palmer, Jimmy Watts. 

President Mary Ann Icenhour called the meeting to order, shared a devo-
tion and led prayer. 

Motion by Sandra Icenhour; seconded by Teresa Birchfield to approve the 
minutes from the regular meeting on September 7, 2021.  Motion carries. 

Treasurer’s report for the month was distributed.      

TEAM REPORTS:   

Administration – Sandra Icenhour – No report. 

Care – Amy Palmer – Blood drive coming up on October 17. Trunk or 
Treat will be held in the parking lot on Sunday October 31.  Members 
need to be encouraged to come and bring candy or they can drop candy 
off at the church office. Candy needs to be prepackaged to hand out in a 
safe, non-contact manner.       

Learn – Hannah Bostian – Pastor Mary shared concerns from the team as 
to what type of Christmas program the kids could have. Council feels it 
would be in the best interest at this time to plan for a program to present 
during the Sunday school hour, between services on December 19. That 
would allow for better control of our guidelines for number attending 
which is currently 100 in the fellowship hall and 75 in the Nave. If circum-
stances change between now and then it can be revised. 

Worship -Teresa Birchfield – No report.     

Share – Diane Hollar – Pastor Tim shared that the team hopes to have the 
time and talent worksheet ready in November. He asked for council to 
review a copy and make additions/suggestions.  

Finance – Dennis Rhyne – Dennis presented the 2022 spending plan with 
the recommendation from the Team (no second required) for approval.  
Motion carries. 
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Rusha Austin Scholarship – Starr Lynn Smith – Looking at ideas for earning 
higher interest on the available funds and increasing awareness of the fund 
with the congregation. 

Preschool – Pat Payne – Currently working on guidelines for COVID issues.  

Building & Grounds (BAG) – Mary Ann Icenhour will investigate the con-
tract with the Nutrition program to get a better understanding of their 
plans. Currently it runs July 1 through June 30 and pays $100 per month.  
There is only a few who attend, and they are currently only meeting in per-
son on Mondays. We need to decide if this is the best use of our space and 
stewardship or would a smaller facility be more efficient? Jason has a con-
tact for tinting the corner glass behind the reredos.    

Technology – Steven Deal – The Team still needs to get volunteers to learn 
the system.  It is great equipment but needs training to learn how to use it.  
The team needs to plan a meeting.  

Cemetery – Robert Farrens – No report.    

Transition – Leah Hayes – Pastor Tim shared that Doug Ramsey has agreed 
to serve as the chairperson for the Call Committee. Dates are being con-
sidered for training. 

Special Projects – Jimmy Watts – No report. 

PASTORS REPORT: 

Pastors Mary and Tim shared they have been busy planning worship ser-
vices, pastoral care, catechism and confirmation. Pastor Tim has been 
working with Oscar Shepherd for his ordination service on Saturday, Oc-
tober 23 at 5pm up at the cross (weather permitting). Bishop Tim Smith 
will be in attendance and Pastor Andrew Miller will preach. Pastor Mary 
has been busy with the preschool team with their guidelines. 

Motion by Pat Payne; seconded by Dennis Rhyne to accept the following 
youth for confirmation on Reformation Sunday, October 31: Motion car-
ries. Ella Bostian, Reese Buff, Logan Deal, Addison Head, Ava Head, and 
Gabriel Shepherd. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

 

*(Minutes continued on next page) 
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NEW BUSINESS: 

The nominating committee currently has John Bostian, Marty Buff, Britta-
ny Greathouse, Tyler Hall, Crystal Icenhour, Angie Mooney, Taylor Payne, 
Gary Richey and Steve Shealy, and Ethan Windsor for the council ballot 
for the Annual Congregational meeting in November. The congregation 
will have until November 2 to submit names. These names must in in writ-
ing and the person being nominated must have agreed to serve. Names 
may be given to Leah Hayes or Jason Icard. All names will be published on 
November 7. 

The pastors were dismissed, and the council entered closed session to dis-
cuss Pastor Appreciation month. 

There being no other business the meeting adjourned with prayer. 

Our next regular monthly meeting will be at 7 pm on Tuesday,                
November 9, 2021.  Mary Ann Icenhour is scheduled to share a devotion.    

 

 

 

ELECTRONIC ACTION: 

Motion by Pastor Tim; seconded by Mary Ann Icenhour to accept for con-
firmation Cooper Deal and Levi Icenhour.   

Motion by Pastor Tim; seconded by Mary Ann Icenhour to sign a 6-month 
contract with the Alexander County Nutrition Program (July 1, 2021, 
through December 31, 2021). This motion comes after a discussion with 
the director of the program. During the time left on the contract we can 
talk further with the program regarding their plans, (4-5 days a week?) and 
learn more the actual costs to the program for use of the building as it may 
ab as simple as increasing their “rent” to cover our actual costs. 

Please note there are enough "yes" votes to carry both Council action 
items. 1 - Cooper Deal and Levi Icenhour have been added to the list of 
Confirmands. 2 - Mary Ann will sign a contract of 6 months (thru Decem-
ber) with the County Nutrition Program.   
 

Recommendation from the Worship & Music Team to hire Ian Elkins as 
an interim Church musician to direct the Celebration Choir and play as 
musician in the Praise Band. His compensation fits the current budget at a 
total of $1200.00 per month. If approved he will start November 10.     
Motion carries. 
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“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything,  
by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your request to God.” ~ 

Philippians 4:6-7 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Please call the church office to add or  
take someone off  this list.                        

                                                           
                  Aidan Cox                               (D. Swift-11/1) 
                 Landry James Lackey               (N. Windsor-11/2) 
                 Betty Mitchell                          (P. Mary-11/3) 
                 May Elliott                              (P. Mary-11/8) 
                 Debbie Thomas                      (J. Watts-11/8) 
                 Ruth & Fate Hefner                (D. Hollar-11/10) 
                 Christine Davis                       (D. Deal-11/10) 
                 Robin Mull                             (D. Deal-11/10) 
                 Julie Price                               (S. Icenhour-11/12) 
                 Louise Hines                          (E. Hines-11/15) 
                 Callie Lackey                          (N. Windsor-11/15) 
                 Tayne Lackey                         (E. Frye-11/15) 
                 Neal Nichols                          (J. Nichols-11/15) 
                 Don Kelly                              (S. Shealy-11/15) 
                 Rhett Jones                            (S. Dagenhart-11/22) 
 

 

Family & friends of:  
                  Wanda Tucker                         (D. Hollar-11/2) 
                  Ken Smith                               (J. Watts-11/8) 
                  Jimmy Ledford                        (K. Ramsey-11/15) 

Prayers of  the Church  
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OFFERINGS 
                                 

                                                                                          OCTOBER, 2021                  YTD 
 

CURRENT                                     $31,957.80                    $265,790.10 
BENEVOLENCE                            $2,845.00                      $16,564.00 
BLDG/IMPROVEMENT               $7,689.00                      $61,163.15 
PRESCHOOL                                     $522.49                        $2,961.49 
WORLD HUNGER                            $700.00                        $3,465.00 
BACKPACK MINISTRY                    $924.00                        $4,174.00 
CHRISTIAN CRISIS CTR                  $705.00                        $3,838.22 
MOBILE CAFÉ                                  $280.00                           $380.00 
FOOD PANTRIES                               $25.00                          $495.00 
LUTHERAN DISASTER RELIEF        $0.00                           $120.00 
RUSHA AUSTIN SCHLOR.               $125.00                        $1,145.00 
CRUISEIN 2021 ALEX. CO. SCH.  $6,578.00                        $6,578.00                      

 

          SPENDING 
                                   

                                                                                     OCTOBER, 2021                  YTD 
 

CURRENT                                       $22,278.61                    $246,967.29 

Our Sharing 

HOME BOUND/EXTENDED CARE: 
                      

      Lou Ann Frye - Trinity Terrace 
     Fate & Ruth Hefner - Home 
     Audrey Arrington - Home 
     Emily & Carrel Icenhour - Catawba Valley Assisted Living -           
                                               @ Rock Barn 
      
 

 

If you know of someone that should be added to or  
taken off this list, please call the church office. 
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There is much to celebrate in the life of  Friendship 
over the past church year.  Highlights include:  
 

     - Re-roofing the church building 
 

     - A wonderful Vacation Bible School 
 

     - A successful preschool leadership transition from  
 Lori Branch to Hope Wike and a renovation of  the 
 preschool board to better support this ministry 
 

     - A successful transition in music leadership from  
          Patrick Watkins to Steve Moore (Praise Band) 
 and Ian Elkins (Celebration Choir) 
 

     - Completing a Congregational Study  
 which identified our core values of  Worship, Music,  
 Children and Youth, Outreach in Community 
 

     -  Formation of  a Call Committee 
 

     -  A higher quality live-stream of  a worship service. 
 

     -  The ordination service for Matthew Oscar Shephard 
 

     -  The Confirmation of  8 young adults  
 
 

Many thanks for the  
congregational gift given us in 

recognition of  Pastor  
Appreciation Month. One of  the 

marks of  Friendship, we have  
experienced, is your gratitude for 
our time with you.  People have freely shared their thanks 
throughout our journey together, which makes a differ-

ence and is much appreciated!  
   Pastor Mary and Pastor Tim     
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Council          (Term ending) 
Mary Ann Icenhour, President  (‘22) 
Wade Cline, Vice-President      (‘22) 
Nikki Icard, Treasurer              (‘21) 
Dana Frye, Recording Sec        (‘21) 
Guy Kerley, Financial Sec        (‘21) 
Steven Deal - Technology        (‘21) 
Teresa Birchfield - Worship     (‘21) 
Amy Palmer - Care                   (‘21) 
Robert Farrens - Cemetery       (‘21) 
Hannah Bostian - Learn           (‘21)  
Diane Hollar - Share                (‘21) 
Jason Icard - Building         (‘21) 
Dennis Rhyne - Finance           (‘21) 
Starr Lynn Smith - Scholarship (‘21) 
Leah Hayes - Transition           (‘21) 
Eric Frye - Building         (‘22) 
Sandra Icenhour - Admin         (‘22) 
Pat Payne - Preschool               (‘22) 
Jimmy Watts - Special Projects (‘22) 

 

*Council members are elected to a  
2-year term beginning in 2019. 

Staff 
Denny Teague       Sexton              
Penny Stikeleather     Parish Secretary 
Silsa Moore      Organ and Piano 
Hope Wike       Preschool Dir 
Tim & Mary                Interim Pastors 
Canniff-Kuhn             
 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
Penny is in the office Mon-Thurs,  

9:30-4:30 (Lunch-12:30-1:30) 
The office is closed on Friday.  

 

A pastor is in the office Mon-Wed  
mornings whenever possible. They are 

available by email at  
pastortimck@gmail.com or  

pastormaryck@gmail.com. You may  
also reach the pastor on call by  

cell phone: 828-551-4650.  
Please do not hesitate to be in touch if  
you have a pastoral concern, or if there 

is something the pastors need to 

know.  

FRIENDSHIP LUTHERAN CHURCH  
 
5300 Church Road                                NON-PROFIT 
Taylorsville, NC 28681                          POSTAGE PAID 
Phone: 828-632-4482                            PERMIT 106 
www.friendshiptaylorsville.org               Taylorsville, NC 28681 
friendshipsecretary4@gmail.com 
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