
  

 

 

News for members and friends of Friendship Lutheran Church 

Friendship Focus 
September 2019 

Pastor’s Word 

Dear Friends, 
     Once again, autumn is upon us. Things are beginning to 
change all around us. Although here in the South, we might 
not see the outward changes so quickly as our Northern 
friends, don't be mistaken, things are happening. The earth has 
already begun to move ever so slightly further out in its orbit 
around the sun. The air is beginning to cool, squirrels are 
scrambling to gather the last of seed and nuts for the winter 
that is sure to come, and even the sun is setting just a little ear-
lier each night. Many of the changes are so small that we hardly 
notice them. 
      

     It's often the same way with God’s work in our lives and 
the world. We can easily miss what God is up to because we 
are so busy that only the big, loud, obvious things catch our 
attention! But don’t be fooled, God IS at work; all around us, 
in many and various ways. We see it when a child gets excited 
about helping the needy in our community. (I saw this first 
hand during VBS!) We see it when someone stops by to visit 
an older member who finds it hard to make it to church on 
Sunday morning. We see it when people take time to listen to 
the worn out parent, the worried teenager, and the grieving son 
or daughter. God is at work through the words and actions and 
love of all of us each and everyday. These things don’t save us 
(only Jesus can do that!) but they are important. They reflect  
the Spirit alive and active in the life of a believer. We simply 
miss noticing them sometimes. 
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     The prophet Isaiah proclaimed  the word of the Lord “See, 
I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not per-
ceive it?” (Isa. 43:19 NIV) Even as Fall approaches and the 
new blooms of Spring and the warmth of Summer fade away, 
God is doing something new all around us. Isaiah knew it.  
Paul knew it when he said “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, 
the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!”  
(2 Cor 5:17 NIV). Even John the revelator witnessed that one 
day Christ will come back for us and make all things new.  
(Rev 21:5).  
      

     We may not always notice what God is up to, but God is at 
work. I pray that encourages you today. There is a lot around 
us that threatens to drag us down, to feed us lies that we are 
alone and forgotten. The truth is that we are never forsaken. 
Christ has promised to be with us at all times, in all seasons, 
even when we struggle to recognize him walking alongside us.  
       

     I challenge all of us to take some time to notice the changes 
taking place around us; in nature, in a child, or even in the 
stores as they prepare for the new season. Where do you see 
God at work? How can you intentionally take time every day 
to look for signs of the Lord in your daily life? Hold on to 
these images and remember them when you are feeling lost 
and alone. Know that God is still at work and find peace in 
that wisdom. 

       
    Be blessed! 

      Pastor Carol 
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September News 
Church Office will be closed Monday, September 2nd 
for Labor Day. 
 

Friendship Fellowship Supper is Monday, Sept. 2nd  
at 6 pm. Come enjoy good food & great fellowship!  
Everyone is welcome.  
 

Preschool Open House is Tuesday, September 3rd at 
6 pm.  
 

Sunday School Rally is Sunday, September 8th. 
 

WELCA meets Sunday, September 8th @ 5 pm in the 
FLC. Sue Bumgarner will present the program. All ladies 
are invited. 
 

CARE Team meets Tuesday, September 10th @ 6 pm. 
 

Calling all Confirmation Students & Parents: We will 
have our first meeting to discuss and kick off  Confirma-
tion this year on Sunday, September 15th at 9:30 in the  
6-8 grade Sunday School classroom. Please plan to at-
tend. Covenant will be handed out along with a schedule 
for the upcoming year. See Pastor Greg or Pastor Carol if  
you will not be there! 
 

Church Council will meet Tuesday, September 17th at 
7 pm. 
 

Newsletter Deadline-Send items for the October issue 
of  Friendship’s Focus Newsletter by 
Thursday, September 19th. Call the 
church office @ (828) 632-4482 or email 
to friendshipsecretary4@gmail.com.  
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Worship & Music Team-Sound system training will be 
offered during the Sunday School hour 
on Sunday, Sept 22. All are welcome to 
attend. We will start in the FLC, and 
move on to the Nave. Please see John 
Adair for more information.   
 
 

HOMECOMING 2019- September 29th at 10:30 am  
We are excited to welcome Deacon Tammy Jones West as 
our guest preacher this year. Deacon Tammy serves as an 
assistant to the NC Bishop, is well known to many of  you 
as the face of  youth and family ministry here in our synod 
and brings a wealth of  knowledge and love for Jesus every-
where she speaks. We are blessed to welcome her and look 
forward to hearing her proclaim the gospel at our Home-
coming celebration! All young people are invited to help 
out with our worship service. Please let Pastor Carol know 
how you want to help! Following our worship service, we 
will share in a time of  fellowship with a potluck meal in 
our Family Life Center, everyone is invited to join us. 
 
Funeral Meal Teams make a difference! Have you ever 
wondered how the church is able to provide a meal to 
grieving families after a funeral or memorial service? It is 
done with love by many volunteers-so many that we have  
5 rotating teams of  ladies that prepare and serve meals! 
Often their efforts and service go unnoticed but the work 
they do makes a real difference in our ministry to those 
suffering the loss of  a loved one. To all of  you who help 
out on these teams in any way, we say a big Thank 
You! Without you, we wouldn’t be the same. You are a 
blessing. 
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Cruise-In BBQ Benefit-Our annual Cruise-In is set for 
Saturday, Oct. 5th, 4-7 pm. The 
menu will include: Chicken & 
BBQ, beans, slaw, homemade des-
serts  & a drink. This year’s cruise-
in will benefit Kelly McDevitt. We 
will have live entertainment that 
you will not want to miss! If  you 
want to participate, contact Diane 

Hollar at 632-9700. Anyone with a classic car or vehicle is 
encouraged to come show it off  & enjoy the food, fun, & 
entertainment! More details to come! 

Thank You- We had a great turn out and enjoyed wonder-
ful fellowship and learning about Jesus together with our 
friends from St Luke, Reformation, and Taylorsville Presby-
terian churches. Thank you to everyone who helped plan, 
teach, and organize our VBS this year. There were so many 
helpers, that if we tried to list each one, we would probably 
miss someone! But to everyone, we say THANK 
YOU! You are a blessing to us and to our community. We 
also thank everyone who brought a child to our nightly 
events and to all the adults who joined us for bible study and 
a meal. If you weren't able to be a part of VBS this year, we 
hope you can join us next year!  

 
Thank you-The family of Toyice Dagenhart would like to 
express our heart felt gratitude to everyone for your support 
and outpouring of love over the loss of our beloved loved 
one. Please continue to pray for us in the weeks to come. 

Thank You 
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Friendship Lutheran Church Council 
July 16, 2019       

 

Members present: Hannah Bostian, Marty Buff, Eric Frye, Jason Icard, Jeff James, 
Guy Kerley, Monty Payne,  Wendelynne Pearson, Doug Ramsey,  Dennis Rhyne, 
Pastor Carol Yeager, Pastor Greg Yeager, and Dana Frye.  

President Doug Ramsey called the meeting to order and offered devotions. 

Motion by Dennis Rhyne; seconded by Guy Kerley to approve the minutes from 
the June 13, 2019 meeting.  Motion carries.   

TEAM REPORTS: 
Finance – Marty Buff/Dennis Rhyne – Treasurers report was distributed.   Budget 
planning for 2020 will begin soon.  Teams requesting funds will need to get the 
request to Marty or Dennis.   
Building & Grounds (BAG) – Eric Frye/Guy Kerley/Jason Icard – Lake Norman 
Sewer & Septic Service has installed the  new pump and repaired the power box 
behind the fellowship hall.   

Worship & Music – Monty Payne/Hannah Bostian – Hannah shared issues dis-
cussed at the Team meeting. Both pastors need to distribute communion; Vaca-
tions needs to be monitored and shared to make sure all positions are covered on 
Sunday mornings and other special services.  There needs to be a person/
Administrative Team to oversee scheduling of time off.  It appears supply pastors 
are not informed as to how our services operate.  The main concern of the team is 
communication or lack thereof.  Communication should be a priority especially 
within the staff.  Hannah has talked to Patrick regarding song section.   

Sharing & Stewardship – Doug Ramsey/Diane Hollar – Team meeting planned for 
July 22.     

Learning & Christian Education – Jeff James/Hannah Bostian – Motion by Guy 
Kerley; seconded by Dennis Rhyne to approve the following VBS 2019 Volun-
teers:  Jenna Buff, Hannah Bostian, Nicki Icard, Kristen Setzer, Crystal Icenhour, 
Courtney Bebber, Leah Hayes, Carlie Stafford, Andrea Robinette, Brittany 
Greathouse, Molly Gantt, Pastor Carol, Taylor Payne, Chase Bostian, Mason Frye, 
Bryanna Payne, Sam Birchfield, Doug Ramsey, Amy Palmer, Kasi Palmer and 
Lindy Swift.  Motion carries.  The Team is looking for a Sunday school teacher for 
the Builders Class for the new year starting in September.                

Caring & Outreach – Wade Cline/Wendelynne Pearson – Prescription bottles were 
taken to CCM.  Blood drive yielded 56 units.   

PASTORS REPORTS:  

Pastor Greg presented his report.  Rag ball tournament coming up on August 2-3.  
Funds will help with medical expenses for Barry Parson, Dale Fox and Ronda 
Helton.  Faithfest, which will be held on the Wilkes Community College campus 
will be on August 31.  
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Pastor Carol presented her report.  Book club is starting their second book and 
will meet on August 19.  Carowinds trip was cancelled.  No one signed up to at-
tend.  Still looking for a homecoming guest speaker.  Homecoming is scheduled 
for the next combined service Sunday which is September 29 in the Nave.  

OLD BUSINESS: 

Jeff James has talked with Jon Hayes and will meet with Donna Latham, Kim 
Ramsey, and Sandra Icenhour about the landscaping ideas for around the church. 

Installation on the new playground equipment has begun.  May need a little work 
around it to help with rain water drainage.     

Hannah Bostian, Wade Cline, Dennis Rhyne, and John Adair have been working 
on the training for the stage equipment.  Hannah is also keeping track of when the 
stage may need to be cleared.   

Jason Icard has received two estimates for security ranging from the low $8,000.00 
to close $20,000.00.  More information is forthcoming. 

Fundraisers for Deidre Locklear and a request from Brittany Greathouse will need 
more information. 

Listening Posts with Rev. Gary Haddock were discussed again. People are getting 
impatient with waiting.  Council will meet with Rev. Haddock on July 18 and dis-
cuss how to move forward.  Time period is September 7 to have the report com-
plete if we move forward with the posts. 

Doug Ramsey, Jeff James and the pastors met with Bishop Tim Smith.  The meet-
ing was productive but not easy.  Bishop Smith advised that he believes there are 
three obvious options available to us as a Council: 1) Do nothing; 2) Listening 
Posts; and 3) Choose to part ways.  He feels the listening posts would be the best 
place to start and then move forward based on the information gathered there-
from. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Motion by Dennis Rhyne; seconded by Marty Buff to give $200.00 to the Alexan-
der County Veterans and add an annual contribution to the budget as a regular line 
item.  Motion carries. 

It has been asked about Friendship investing in a columbarium.  Doug Ramsey, 
Dennis Rhyne and Guy Kerley will investigate options available. 

There being no other business, the meeting was dismissed with closing worship.   

Council will have a special meeting on Thursday, July 18, 2019 at 7:30 pm. 

Our next regular monthly meeting will be Tuesday, August 20, 2019 at 7 pm.         
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Caring for One Another 
 

 

 
 
 
HOME BOUND/EXTENDED CARE: 

                      

                                                                                   Loretta Chapman—Brookdale-Falling Creek 
                           Alice Icenhour—Home 
                           Vickie Church—Home 
                           Deidra Locklear—Home 
                           Earl Huffman—Home 
                           Lou Ann Frye—Shepherd’s House-Trinity Village 
                           Kindola Ford—Home 
                                                       

 

 
 
 
 

 
If you know of someone that should be added to or taken off 

this list, please speak with one of the pastors. 
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   Prayer Concerns 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
We continue to pray for these friends and family of Friendship. 

If you have someone you’d like the saints here to pray for, or 
who can come off the list, please call the church office.                                                                                                                                           

                    Betty Mitchell                     (P. Carol-8/4) 
                    Billy Harrington                  (P. Greg-8/12) 
                    Jackie Smith                        (T. Hefner-8/12) 
                    Ruth Hefner                        (L. Hefner-8/12) 
                    Owen Price                         (L. Hefner-8/15) 
                    Randy Scragg                      (P. Greg-8/19) 
                    Raleigh Pearson                  (W. Pearson-8/21) 
                    Darryl Shook                      (W. Pearson-8/21) 
                    Bill Beard                            (W. Pearson-8/21) 
                    Nancy Pearson                    (W. Pearson-8/21) 
                    Jim  Hermann                      (M. Jolly-8/22) 
                    Matt Chrien                         (M. Jolly-8/22) 
                    Dennis Schuman                  (M. Jolly-8/22) 
                    Judy Henderson                   (R. Bolick-8/26) 

 
                                                   

 We believe in the resurrection and the communion  
of the saints, but the pain of death is still real.  

 

Please keep the families & friends of these saints  
in your prayers. 

 

 

Family & friends of:  
Phil Lackey, Crystal Stafford,  
Toyice Dagenhart, Patti Little. 
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Our Sharing 
               OFFERINGS 

                                JULY, 2019                      YTD 
 
CURRENT                                       $21,536.75             $165,799.48 
BENEVOLENCE                              $1,369.00               $10,145.00 
BLDG/IMPROVEMENT                 $6,183.00               $45,223.76 
PRESCHOOL                                         $95.00                $1,833.00 
WORLD HUNGER                              $190.00                   $885.00 
BACKPACK MINISTRY                      $780.00                $3,050.00 
ADULT MISSIONS                                $50.00                $5,892.40 
YOUTH MISSIONS                                 $0.00                   $375.00 
LUTH. DISASTER/HURRICANE        $55.00                 $1250.00 
MOBILE CAFÉ                                        $0.00                   $382.00 
AUSTIN SCHOLARSHIP                        $0.00                     $80.00 
HELPING HANDS                              $200.00                   $550.00 
OUTDOOR IMPROVEMENTS       $2,190.00             $16,3055.00                         
AUDIO/VISUAL IMPR                       $300.00                 $1,791.00  
CHRISTIAN CRISIS                              $45.00                      $95.00  
SWAG YOUTH                                       $0.00                    $470.00  
CHOIR FUND                                       $15.00                    $330.00                                                                         

 
               SPENDING 

                                   JULY, 2019                     YTD 
 

CURRENT                                        $22,953.01            $168,356.27 
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September Birthdays 
Scott Mecimore               09/21 
Matthew Jolly                  09/23 
Jenna Ramsey                  09/23 
Jeri Haynes                      09/24 
Paul Hefner                     09/24 
Cameron Gant                09/25 
Crystal Icenhour              09/25 
Noah Bebber                  09/26 
Jerry Bowman                 09/26 
Alice Icenhour                09/26 
Colten Bowman              09/27 
Roger Harrington            09/27 
Chris Jolly                       09/27 
Debbie Cook                  09/28 
Lucy Deal                       09/29 
 
 

Joyce Deal                        09/02 
Dylan Watts                     09/02 
Patricia Bowman              09/04 
David Pearson                  09/05 
Starr Lynn Smith              09/06 
Earl Bostain                      09/07 
Courtney Bebber              09/08 
Joe Elder                          09/10 
Connie Kerley                  09/11 
Jimmy Mitchell                 09/14 
Robert Gant                     09/15 
Ethan Bebber                   09/16 
Roger Cline                      09/16 
Angie Mooney                  09/16 
Jerry Hefner                     09/19 
Polly Watts                       09/20 
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Council & Officers  
Doug Ramsey, President  
Jeff James, Vice-President  
Jane Gant, Treasurer 
Dana Frye, Recording Secretary 
Guy Kerley, Financial Secretary 
Marty Buff 
Wade Cline 
Eric Frye 
Monty Payne 
Guy Kerley 
Wendelynne Pearson 
Hannah Bostian 
Diane Hollar 
Jason Icard 
Dennis Rhyne 

Staff 
Denny Teague       Sexton              
Penny Stikeleather      Parish Secretary 
Silsa Moore       Organ and Piano 
Patrick Watkins          Choir Director 
Lori Branch       Preschool Dir 
Rev Carol & Gregory Yeager   Co-Pastors  

FRIENDSHIP LUTHERAN CHURCH  
 
5300 Church Road                                NON-PROFIT 
Taylorsville, NC 28681                          POSTAGE PAID 
Phone: 828-632-4482                            PERMIT 106 
www.friendshiptaylorsville.org               Taylorsville, NC 28681 
friendshipsecretary4@gmail.com 
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